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Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month (except December and January) at Max 
Fry Hall, Gorge Road, Trevallyn at 7.30 pm when access to the Northern Group library is 
available. 
Plant Propagation Days are held on first Saturday of each month unless advised otherwise, 
from 10 – 12 at Verbeetens, 2 Killara Av. Lanena (1.5 km south of Exeter).  
Northern Group Plant Nursery is open most times, just ring Rosemary first on 6394 4600 to 
check that she will be home. Best time to ring is early in the morning or after 6 pm. Remember 
both seed and potting mixes are available to members for $4 a bag and slow release pellets for 
native plants for $3 a container.   
Welcome to new members - we look forward to seeing you at our meetings or activities. 
Activities since November 2007 newsletter: 
 
20 November – Speaker was Matt Baker from Tasmanian Herbarium and his subject was  
“Weeds”. 
Matt is a weed taxonomist, an active member of the Tasmanian Weed Society and newsletter 
editor of their journal.  He outlined the role of the Herbarium where information on individual 
plants, their associations, populations etc. is stored. It is just one of a chain of herbariums in 
Australia working towards better collections and documentation of weeds. A core role is the 
identification and naming of plants including weeds. 
   Unfortunately available reference books like the Students Flora of Tasmania are becoming 
outdated as they were published over 40 years ago. A project is under way to completely revise 
them and should be available on the internet as they are finalised. Thirty families should be 
available this year and thirty in 2009. 
  Some of the roles undertaken by the Herbarium staff are monitoring the effects of clear felling 
of forests and wildfire damaged sites, such as Winifred Curtis Reserve, conducting weed 
surveys, checking proposed developments, nomination of species for the threatened species unit, 
providing a plant identification service and contributing to the development and management of 
weed collection. 
  Matt spoke of weed invasions and how they gained access to Tasmania, making the point that 
our isolation as an island and quarantine have both helped keep the number of weeds down. He 
did mention that weed seeds are brought in unintentionally through various methods, including 
imported stock and grain and on vehicle tyres. Naturalisation has occurred in about 12 species, 
in many cases due to the escape of garden plants.  He showed us photos of different weeds that 
are causing problems and which have to be constantly monitored in the early stages to effect 
control.  He stressed the importance of knowing your enemy and how important it is to get 
accurate identification of the weed in question. There is a new website profiling Tasmania’s 
worst weeds, it is located at www.weeds.gov.au  
  In general comments Matt mentioned that Clematis aristata has proven to be toxic to stock; 
that ‘crack willow’ (Salix fragilis) is in the top 20 of weeds of national significance and that 
Cordyline australis, a New Zealand native species, is spreading in the Tamar Wetlands. He 
made the point that the cost of management and control of weeds in Tasmania is extensive and 
increasing and unfortunately is here to stay. 
 
Plant of the Month was given by John Duggan. He featured Elaeocarpus reticulatus, the 
blueberry ash, one of 21 species of Elaeocarpus in Australia. It is a shrub or small tree that 
grows 3-10 m tall and is distributed along the Australian east coast. In Tasmania it occurs only 
on Flinders and King Islands, where it is considered under threat and rare.  It usually occurs on 
rainforest margins, along watercourses and scrub gullies, sealevel to the tablelands.  . 

http://www.weeds.gov.au/


  Leaves are elliptical-oblong with elongated tips, 5-12 cm x 2-3 cm, mildly serrated, glossy 
green (pale under) and varies in colour from bronze red to bright red. The inflorescence has 4-10 
flowers in the axil, the flowers with  5 petals, are fringed, white or pink in colour, pendent and 
occur from October to January, although it tends to be later in Tasmania. Fruits are green berry-
like, ripening to blue and collected between April and October. 
 Grow from cuttings using root growth hormone to stimulate earlier occurrence of roots. In the 
colder months some frost damage can occur; the shrub may be pruned, even grown as a hedge or 
in containers. Its fruit is edible. It will grow in shade to full sunlight and grows well in low 
nutrient, dry soils. It is bird dispersed 
 
25 November - Fifteen members and friends spent a very pleasant, informative day first of all in 
Nottley Fern Gorge hunting for Tasmania’s one and only tree orchid. This is gunns tree-orchid 
(Sarcochilus australis) that is also found in Victoria and New South Wales and rarely in South 
East Queensland. 
  Roy had earlier surveyed the area and found some of the orchids. Members were challenged to 
find the first with a valuable prize being offered! The first one was soon sighted and as we 
walked around the track more were discovered. The main host appeared to be the prickly leafed 
currant-bush (Coprosma quadrifida) and occasionally the dogwood (Pomaderris apetala). 
  Once the whitish aerial roots were spotted it was easy to find the orchid flowers themselves. 
The flowers were really small, no doubt contributed to by the exceptionally dry conditions and 
were greenish with yellow and white purple streaks on the labellum. 
  Another unusual shrub noted there was wild elderberry (Sambucus gaudichaudiana). Seedlings 
in bud were common and finally several plants in full flower were located and duly 
photographed. 
  A picnic lunch was taken in the sunshine at Gilly Zack’s nearby property with nibbly’s first 
being provided by our hostess. This was followed by a walk around the perimeter of about half 
the property, leaving the remainder to another occasion 
  Plants located were many and interesting, including a large number of sun orchids (Thelmitra 
sp.) two species at least and some onion orchids (Microtis sp.) 
  We thank Gilly for her hospitality. 
 
7-9 December – Roy reported on the visit to Cradle Mountain staying at historical ‘Blandfordia’ 
courtesy of members Helen and Mick Statham.   
  A walk to Hounslow Heath was taken where Roy and no doubt others for the first time saw 
hairy rainforest-heath (Archeria eriocarpa) with beautiful pink flowers and spreading 
waxflower (Leionema montanum). Thanks go to the Stathams for organising the weekend. 
 
14 December – Christmas Party time – We had a good turn up, the tables were all decorated 
appropriately, the BBQ was soon prepared and meat cooked, thanks to Patrick, with plenty of 
salads to try, followed by a choice of delectable desserts and some Christmas cheer. It all made 
for a very convivial evening. Sally generously donated a selection of plants for members to 
choose from as a Christmas gesture.  
 
1-2 February – Visit by Canberra ANPS Group - Report thanks to Roy. 
  Ten members of the Australian Native Plant Society from Canberra visited the state for several 
days from late January until early February. Some of our members took the visitors on botanical 
tours of the Ben Lomond National Park and Ben Nevis. 
  Roy Skabo and Trevor Yaxley guided the group on a walk from the ski village at Ben Lomond 
across the heathland to Hamilton Crags and then, after lunch at the Creek Inn, we walked to Carr 
Villa via Legges Tor. The dry season meant that the flowers were not at their best but the 
visitors were impressed by what was on display. Gentians (Chionogentias sp.) were in full 
bloom, as were Leptospermum rupestre, Olearia obcordata, Ozothamnus rodwayi, and many 



daisy species. On Hamilton Crags we found Chionohebe ciliolata (unfortunately we could not 
find any in flower) and the beautiful Ewartia catipes and the rarely sighted Gaultheria depressa. 
The visitors were also impressed by the crimson seed pods of the mountain rocket (Bellendena 
montana) and, lower down in the park, the flower spikes of Lomatia tinctoria. 
  The next day Roy and Louise Skabo and Lynne Mockridge took the seven fittest members of 
the group on the climb up Ben Nevis. This is a mountain which should be on everyone’s list of 
places to see in late summer (bearing in mind that it is quite a long steep climb.) The Canberrans 
were excited to see our endemic Cryptandra alpina (Ben Nevis being the easternmost sighting 
of this tiny plant) because they have several members who are in the Rhamnaceae study group. 
The lower slopes of the mountain were covered in numerous shrubs in flower or fruit, notably 
Tasmannia lanceolata, Notelaea ligustrina, Olearia viscosa and many others. 
  On the flatter parts of the summit we found, as expected, a wonderful display of Xerochrysum 
subundulatum and Podolepis jaceoides and a few very beautiful white-flowered  Richea 
scoparia still in flower. Other species found included Velleia montana, Pimelea sericea, lots 
more gentians and Brachyscome tenuiscapa and a couple of flowers of the mountain rocket. 
  In our conversations with the members of the group we picked up a few interesting ideas which 
may be applicable in Launceston. They conduct a photo competition in conjunction with their 
Christmas party. Members can enter photos in three categories (flowers, people and scenery) 
and attendees at the party vote for the winner.  
  They also have a Wednesday Wanderers group who go for a flower-hunting trip each 
Wednesday. Perhaps we could offer something along this line (perhaps on a less frequent basis 
because of our smaller numbers.) 
  Your thoughts on these (or any other matters to do with the program) would be welcomed by 
Roy. 
 
2 February– Our propagation day was changed to Tuesday 5th and it was arranged that on 
Saturday morning members go to Patrick Gleeson’s place and help prepare and bag the potting 
mix that is available to members. Six members plus one very helpful husband arrived and soon 
had 15 bags mixed - five of which were promptly sold! 
 
19 February – our first meeting for the year will be, in part, the AGM.  Maureen Johnstone will 
then give an illustrated talk on her recent trip to China and will feature some of their local flora.  
  The new edition of  ‘A Guide to the Flowers and Plants of Tasmania’ will be available at a 
special once-off price.  
  Members are invited to bring along flowers from their gardens for a ‘show and tell’ session.  
 
18 March – Our speaker will be Hans Wapstra from Hobart, well-known in the plant world and 
one of the authors of ‘Nature of the Midlands’ and other publications. He will speak on a 
fascinating and in some instances, bizarre subject of  ‘The Love Life of Orchids’. Don’t miss it! 
 
• 5-6 APRIL – Two important days to note in your diary – There will be an autumn 

PLANT SALE and OPEN DAYS at 2 Killara Avenue, Lanena, by popular request. 
Rosemary will need help to ‘man’ the stalls and sell plants on both days as well as setting up 
beforehand. She would appreciate hearing when you can help, nearer the time. 

 
Next newsletter will be issued in April 2008.                                       Marion Simmons 


